














With the arrival ot autumn and cooler 
temperatures, a chet's mind turns to revisiting 
ingredients that have become old triends over 
the �ears and to discovering new ingredients 
with which to create tall menus. For me, 
autumn also brings our annual benetit dinner 
tor Native Seeds SEARCH adding another 
dimension to tall menu writing. 

For the NS/S dinner not onl� do I check in 
with our gardeners, scour the markets and call 
the coast to determine which tish are running 
strongest, but I also check our database to 
remind m�selt ot the menus we've created tor 
our past dinners. Several criteria need to be 
satistied tor the NS/S menu: ever� course 
must include NS/S ingredients, each dish must 
be seasonal, we alwa�s want to include some 
ingredients that are unlikel� to appear on 
�our dinner table at home, each course must 
express current culinar� themes and How 
seamlessl� into the next while not duplicating 
ingredients, techniCjue or presentation, even in 
the tall each dish must be colorful and livel�, 
dishes trom past menus can't be duplicated 
and last and certainl� most importantl�, each 
dish and each component in each dish has to 
taste great. 

We serve tour savor� courses plus dessert 
and several hors d'oeuvres. Each dish will 
consist ot an�where trom three to ten sub­
recipes. This becomes a tairl� complicated 
arrangement, and the night ot the dinner is 
the tirst time it all comes together. 

As the tinal plates are removed and the last 
sips ot dessert wine wash awa�, we begin our 
planning tor next �ear'5 event. We hope �ou'li 

join us-the menu will be new, the dishes 
exc!ting and delicious and the tunds. raised go 
to support this wonderful organization. 
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A UNIQUE BENEFIT DINNER 
TO SUPPORT NATIVE SEEDS/SEARCH 

Join us at Janos Restaurant, located on the grounds of 

the Westin La Paloma Resort in Tucson. Start by sam­

pling mouthwatering bocaditos on the patio. T hen, sit 
down to savor a five-course dinner featuring desert 

foods in a menu created especially for this event. Wines 
personally selected by Janos accompany each course. 

And be sure to save room for the decadent dessert! 

"Native Seeds/SEARCH helps guarantee that I will 
have a wide variety of local ingredients and organizing 
these benefits allows me to say thank you and to help 
ensure their continued efforts to preserve our cultural 

heritage." - Janos Wilder 

�: 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18TH AT 6PM 

JANOS RESTAURANT - 3770 E. SUNRISE DRIVE IN TUCSON 

CtJ:si: 
$150 PER PERSON INCLUDES WINE, TAX &, GRATUITY. 

SEATING IS LIMITED AND RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. 

CALL JANOS RESTAURANT AT 520-615-6100 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY. 



There are many ways to participate in the 
work of Native Seeds/SEARCH, some cost only 
your time. Since your time is such a precious 
possession, you may be sure we will make good 
use of it and return satisfaction in equal 
measure! 

When I think of volunteering at NS/S the life 
cycle of the seeds first comes to mind. At our 
Conservation Farm in Patagonia we plant most 
crops in May, weed, water and tend the plants all 
summer and harvest in the fall. Early in the 
season, mornings are most enjoyable, not too 
hot with a brilliant blue sky overhead. Later in 
the summer thunderheads build and roll, 
afternoon rain often provides a good reason to 
call it a day. During the summer we celebrate 
two delightful "Farm holidays" with tours, work 
in the fields and barn and sumptuous potluck 
lunches of great variety. Seed-lovers are excellent 
cooks! The first "Farm holiday" is Dia de San 
Juan, a hopeful day in late June when we gather 
to ask the blessings of earth and sky for a 
sufficient harvest. The second is in mid-October, 
when we gather to celebrate that harvest. 
Volunteering or participating in the "Farm 
holidays" are great opportunities to get your 
hands dirty in rich, bottomland soil, to smell wet 
earth, to observe seedlings which seem to grow 
before your eyes, to carry in the abundance of a 
season's gift of beans, corn, squash and other 
crops. To look into the barn at the close of 
Harvest Day and see 938 pounds of just threshed 
Tohono O'odham Pink Beans is to feel great 
accomplishment. To say, as a young visitor said 
last year, "So, this is where beans come from!" is 
to reach across time and touch the hands of 
those long departed, to honor the hard work of 
our ancestors. 

A successful harvest sets the stage for other 
tasks. Year 'round, staff and volunteers at our 
Seedbank in Tucson process the yield of prior 
harvests, cleaning seed, performing germination 
tests, putting aside frozen samples for long term 
storage. And always, we are packaging seed for 
sale to all and free distribution back to the 
Native peoples whose crops first filled the 
Seedbank. The weekly volunteer day at the 
Seedbank is a Zen-like experience for many 

participants, alternatively talkative and 
contemplative as seeds are processed. In 
observing that every crop variety is distinctive, 
that each seed within a variety is the not -quite 
twin of its fellows, the world is revealed in 
what rests in the palm of your hand. 

If you appreciate good company and 
delightful surprises you will enjoy 
volunteering at our 4th Avenue Store and Mail 
Order Departments. Packaging beans or soup 
mixes is a delight as you scoop up beautifully 
colored varieties, and the mind begins to 
wander to the people who will enjoy cooking 
and sharing these delicious and nutritious 
foods. On days when a shipment of crafts 
arrives from Mexico or the Four Corners or 
nearby, a festive spirit takes hold as unique 
handcrafted items are lifted from packing 
paper, admired, priced and stocked. Fine silver 
jewelry, miniature horsehair baskets, pottery, 
textiles, handsome wooden bowls and simple 
wooden utensils co-mingle on the shelves of 
the Store. The handiwork of Tarahumara, 
Mayo, Tohono O'odham, Navajo, Apache, 
Hopi and other peoples pass through your 
hands to grace the homes of others. 
Volunteers provide "one-time" services as well, 
this fall a group spent two weekend days 
remodeling and enlarging the retail space, 
they even put down new carpeting! 

Native Seeds/SEARCH relies on the 
thousands of hours of volunteer help we 
receive annually from members of the 
community; we could not accomplish our 
work without it. Staff members are always on 
hand to guide the tasks, answer questions and 
share their knowledge of the crops, the crafts, 
this unique organization and its mission. 
Whether you can participate once, once in a 
while, or once a week, a gift of your time 
makes this work possible and enjoyable. We 
invite you to share the joys of the past and the 
present and join us in this timeless endeavor. 

To learn more about these and other volunteer 
opportunities, contact Diana Peel, Community 
Relations Coordinator at 520.622.5567 x310 or 
dpeel@nativeseeds.org 

(ralts 
in the 
Garden 

Saturday, Nov 5 
9amto5pm 

Plants for the 
Southwest 

50 E. Blacklidge 

(north of Grant at the 
corner of Stone & 

Blacklidge) 

Get a heads tart on your 
holiday shopping with 
this expanded selection of 
Tarahumara crafts 
presented by Barney 
Burns and Mahina Drees, 
owners of "Unknown 
Mexico" and co-founders 
of Native Seeds/SEARCH. 
Stroll the grounds of this 
unique nursery while 
listening to music and 
learning about the history 
of the Tarahumara 
culture. 

Pro teeds 
benefit 

NS/S 

For information 
contact Diana Peel, 

Community Relations, at 
622.5561 x3 10 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 
Contact Diana Peel, Community Relations 
at dpeel@nativeseeds.org, 520.622.5561 or 

fill out a volunteer form online at our 
website: www.nativeseeds.org 

Regularly scheduled volunteer days: 
Wednesdays, lOam to 2pm 
The Conservation Center Seed Bank 
2 130 N. Alvernon Way, Tucson, Arizona 
Clean seeds 

Other Volunteer Opportunities: 
Distribution Assistants 
Gift Shop Clerks 
Data entry 
Weekly Office Assistant 
Courier 

Library/Special Collections Assistant 

Conservation Farm-Patagonia: 
Seasonal help needed-June through 
September 
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News & Notes 

Over the past few months, 
• 

Richard Kornmeyer has been 

� transforming the floors of our 4th 

� Avenue location using linoleum, a 
• "green" building material made 

" from linseed oil on a jute backing, 
'- which provides a clean, anti-

t bacterial, surface. Using a wide 
I. range of colors, his kaleidoscope 
� creation has added cheerful color, 
• and an aesthetically pleasing surface 
• on which to walk each day. A 

donation of both time and 
materials, Rich's work was a true 

• labor of love. We thank him 
immensely for this very generous 
donation to make our work 

• environment an even more pleasant 

.� one. We invite our members and 
friends to stop by and take a look. • 

� Thank you to Gene Joseph and 
it Jane Evans of Plants for the 
• 

Southwest for their donation of � 

t shade cloth for the sotol (Dasylirion 

• spp.) nurseries in the Sierra Madre. 

t Juan Daniel Villalobos, manager for 
the project has already installed the 

• shade cloth over existing beds of 
• 
r small plants. 
� 

t Kudos 
To NS/S board member, Janos t Wilder, who participated in the 

t Smithsonian Folklife Festival held 
• on the National Mall in 
• 
• Washington, D.c. this past June. 
• 

stage in his 
seasonally 
changing 
menu of French-inspired 
southwestern nouvelle cuisine. 

Honoraria 
A donation was given in honor 

of Lois and Dick Shelton by 
Penelope Rambo. 

Dennis W. Kizerian has made 
a gift in memory of his sister, 
Faye Hadley, who was a member 
of Native Seeds/SEARCH. 

Wishlist 
'-€> Lightweight 6 ft folding tables 
'-€> Power Point projector 
'-€> Business cards (white 

preferred) 
'-€> Lightweight, folding display 

easels 
'-€> Folding chairs (new) 
'-€> Machetes (2) 
'-€> 20' x 54' greenhouse (contact 

Evelyn: erens@nativeseeds.org) 
'-€> Spanish -to-English translation 

(in-kind) 

ib.e ... • • • • • • • • .... • • __ • _ .___ • 

• 
• 
• 



Native Seeds/SEARCH conserves, distributes and documents the adapted and diverse 

varieties of agricultural seeds, their wild relatives and the role these seeds play in cultures 

of the American Southwest and Northwest Mexico. 

The Seedhead News 
published quarterly by 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
contents copyright 2005 
ISSN 1083-8074 

Mailing & Store Address: 
526 N. 4th Avenue 
Tucson AZ 85705-8450 

phone 520.622.556 1 
fax 520.622.559 1 
toll-free 866.622.5561 
website www.nativeseeds.org 
email info@nativeseeds.org 

4th Avenue Store Hours: 
Monday-Saturday, Warn to 5pm 

Sundays, noon to 4pm 

Saturday, October 8, 9am to 1 pm 

Join us for an abundant harvest again this 
year! Any number of crops could be ready 
to pick-gourds, beans, cotton, chiles, 
amaranth and herbs. 

What to bring: If you plan to work in the 
fields be sure to bring a hat, gloves, 
sunscreen and water bottle. Don't forget to 
bring your favorite dish for the native foods 
pot luck lunch. 

While you're in the area, don't miss the 
Patagonia Fall Festival on October 8 & 9 
from lOam to 5pm. Make a day of it-visit 
the Conservation Farm then head into the 
town of Patagonia to enjoy the festival! 

Board of Directors: Chair, Todd Horst; Vice Chair, Barney T. Burns; Secretary, 
Jane Evans; Treasurer, Janos Wilder; Directors, Jacob Bernal, 

Mary Ann Clark, Glenna Dean, Mahina Drees, Dody Fugate, 
Phyllis Hogan, Robert Martin, Cesar Mazier, Cheryl Toth, Ronald Austin 

Wells. 

Staff: Executive Director, Kevin Dahl; Director of Conservation, 
Suzanne Nelson; Seed Collections Manager, Alice Traut; Collection 
Assistants, Kristen Johnson and Steve Buckley; CFarm Supervisor, 
Peter McCrohan; CFarm Operations Technician, Benito Gutierrez; 
CFarm Caretaker, David Esser; CFarm Horticultural Technician, Chris 

Lowen; Distribution & Retail Manager, Julie Kornmeyer; Fulfillment 
Coordinator, Betsy Armstrong; Retail Assistant Manager, Rain Sanchez-

Johnson; Distribution & Retail Assistant, Marilyn Klepinger; Development 
Manager, Evelyn Rens; Operations Manager, Julie Evans; Community Relations 
Coordinator, Diana Peel; Native American Program Coordinator, Alex Sando; 
Bookkeeper, Molly Bianculli; Administrative Assistant, Sandra Paris. 

......................................... ................................................................................................. . . . DonationIMembership Form . 
Na t i v e  S e e d s / S EAR C H  

a Gift aNew member 

a Sunflower Guild ($I,OOO/year) 

a Corn ($500/year) 

a Chile ($250/year) 

a Renewal 

a Bean ($IOO/year) 

a Gourd ($45/year) 

a Squash ($25/year) 

a Native American outside Greater Southwest ($20) 

a Native American within Greater Southwest (free) 
Please list tribe affiliation: _________ _ 

Outside the U.S., please add $10 to all levels. 

a Donation: $ ___ _ 

a Check here if you do not want your name exchanged with other groups who 
share our view of the world. 

NAME(S) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

EMAIL 

PAYMENT METHOD: 0 CHECK 0 MONEY ORDER 

CREDIT CARD: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 DISCOVER/Novus 

. 

..•.....••..........•.....•••..........•.........•......•••.........•.•.........• 
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Join Janos Wilder, internation3lly·acclaimed chef and restaurant owner, .and 
hosts Pie� and M,ary Van de Mark in exploring the culinary and cultural. 
wonders,

'
the folk afts and archeology of Southern Mexico's Oaxaca Valley. 

V isit native markets, the great ruins of Monte Alban, local artisans and more. 
in the colonial city of Oaxaca and surrounding villages. With the blending of 
Old World tradition and living native cultures, the region is known for its 
outstanding baroque architecture, artisans' villages, magnificent archeological 
sites, museums, contemporary art galleries and culinary traditions. With its 
spring-like climate, the pace is rt;la.:fed and unpretentious. 

%uestions? Call for a brochure today! All reservations must be finalized by Oct. 10. 

Call Mary & Piet Van de Mark in Tucson at 520.887.2340 or 
outside Arizona call 800.726.7231 

Send $500 per person deposit, with name, address 
and phone of each participant to: 

piet@bajasfrontiertours.com 
www.bajasfrontiertours.com 

Native Seeds/SEARCH 

526 N. 4th Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85705 

Baja's Frontier Tours LLC, 
6060 East Calle Ojos Verde, Tucson AZ 85750 
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