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Update 
by Suzanne Nelson, Conservation Director 

As the season comes to an end, the rewards for all 
our hard work start piling up. The seeds of more than 
300 accessions of crops, all successfully regenerated, 
start to emerge from the many bags, buckets, screens, 
bins, and trash cans of harvested corn, beans, panic 
grass, melons, sorghum, gourds, tepary, tomatoes, and 
tomatillos. It's been another amazing year! 

With the success of this past summer, we have now regenerated - produced new, 
viable, healthy seed for long term safeguarding - close to 900 accessions since our first 
season at the Conservation Farm in 1998! Though we've been focused on regenerating 
our oldest, most at-risk seeds for the past several years, this past summer has been only 
our second year of intense, large-scale growouts requiring hand-pollination. The first 
time we attempted growing more than just a few different maize varieties at the same 
time, thereby requiring hand-pollination, was in the summer of 2002 when we grew 
approximately 150 accessions of maize (plus 150 accessions of other crops). This 
summer we grew 140 maize accessions, resulting in the successful regeneration of 
approximately 300 accessions over a two year period - nearly half of the total samples 
of maize in the seed bank. 

To date, we have harvested accessions of white, blue, red, striped, yellow, pearly, 
purple, speckled, brown, lavender and pink colored maize from the Akimel and Tohono 
0' odham, Apache, Chemehuevi, Cocopah, Guarijio, Havasupai, Hopi, Jicarilla, 
Maricopa, Mayo, Mohave, Mountain Pima, Navajo, and Tarahumara tribes and from P 
Acoma, Chimayo, Cochiti, Isleta, Jemez, San Juan, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, and Zia 
pueblos. There were dents, sweet corns, flour and flinty types. There were small ears 
barely larger around than a 50 cent piece. And there were huge ears, with butt ends as 
big as a quart-sized jar lid. There were rounded kernels, flat and pointed kernels. Some 
cobs had kernels so closely spaced it was hard to insert the blade of a knife between 
them and others had such widely spaced kernels they didn't even touch! Some varieties 
grew barely hip high before they tasseled and others required ladders to gather pollen

' 

from their tassels waving 12 ft. in the air. A few scattered plants had deep purple stems 
and leaves. Others had purple anthers instead of the more common cream or yellowish 
colored anthers. 

Hand-pollinations/day 
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Above.· Panic grass with melon cage in background 

The same diversity in color was true for the approximately 100 
accessions of common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris) grown this year. 
Every color and color combination was present. The most unusual 
color, however, was blue - true blue-colored beans. We have now 
regenerated our entire collection of common beans, all 300+ 
accessions! Additionally, all accessions of tepary bean (Phaseolus 
acutz/olius) are also completely regenerated. 

Though there could hardly be better news than completing the 
task of producing fresh, viable seed for long-term storage, there have 
also been losses along the way. Several bean accessions failed to 
germinate after repeated attempts. Several maize accessions also 
failed to germinate. Of our five rare panic grass collections, one 
failed utterly and completely. But the other four produced abundant 
seed and we expect to be able to offer this in the upcoming seed 
catalog. 

Other new additions to the 2004 Seedlisting may include some 
melons, tomatoes and tomatillos. Also look for some helpful hints 
about which sorghum varieties are the best-tasting "sugar cane." 
Tarahumara popping sorghum and Mayo broomcorn are also likely 
to be available again. Perhaps the most unique accession to be 
offered in 2004 will be "chichiquelite." Chichiquelite (Solanum 
nigrum) was collected among the Mayo and is typically used both as 
a quelite (young, tender leaves that are steamed and eaten like 
spinach) and a fruit (the small, dark purple berries are eaten raw, 
like a blueberry). The poisonous reputation of the Solanum family, 
however, seemed to dampen everyone's enthusiasm for taste-testing. 

The past few years have involved much hard work and 
tremendous reward. We have regenerated historic numbers of 
accessions maintained in the seedbank. T his intense focus on 
regeneration has left us better informed as to how to manage the 
collection into the future and put us in a position to greatly expand 
our conservation efforts. 

THANK YOU - None of this work would have been possible 
without help from the many staff, volunteers, seasonal employees, and 
spouses who contributed much labor and sweat, and the foundations 
and members who financially support our work. 

The Next Three Years 
By Kevin Dahl, Executive Director 

This year Native Seeds/SEARCH concluded 
a three year strategic plan that emphasized the 
important task of using our Conservation 
Farm to grow out the most vulnerable crops 
from our seed bank, those seeds collected 
more than a decade ago. With this year's 
successful farm season, we are well on our 
way (though not quite there yet) to having all 
of our seed varieties on a regular maintenance 
regeneration schedule. 

Over the summer, staff and board 
developed a new strategic plan to guide the 
organization during the next three years. Our 
direction will stay very much on mission, with 
program goals to maintain and improve our 
seed collection and provide support to groups 
involved in traditional farming. Within these 
are specific plans to establish procedures and 
priorities for future seed collecting, provide 
better safety and redundancy of our seed 
collection, strengthen ties to tribal seed and 
farming projects, and continue to provide a 
market for agricultural products and 
traditional crafts. 

Organizational goals revolve around 
improving facilities and staff and board 
development. Our Tucson shop, offices and 
seed bank are reaching capacity and we have 
had to rent additional storage space this fall to 
store seeds produced this summer; a 
committee will be looking at both short and 
long term solutions to our space needs. We 
will also be looking at what tools and training 
are needed by staff and board members to 
make their efforts more effective. 

Financial goals include increasing sales, 
organizational visibility and membership, and 
achieving financial stability adequate for 
current and future challenges. We plan to be 
more active in promoting the organization, 
especially in Southwestern cities other than 
Tucson. Planned giving and better outreach to 
potential major donors will help us become 
more stable, and better able to consider 
possible endowment or capital campaigns. 

The future of Native Seeds/SEARCH will be 
as exciting, productive and rewarding as the 
past three years. Thanks for being a part of it! 
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Man.!! tIianh to our 7)onors ... 
THE F'OLL'OWING D'ONATI'ONS AND MEMBERSHIP C'ONTRIBUTI'ONS WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN OCT'OBER 1, 2002 AND SEPTEMBER 30, 

2003. DUE T'O SPACE liMITATI'ONS WE ARE UNABLE T'O liST71IE 71I'OUSANDs 'OF SUPP'ORTERS WHO MAKE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED 

C'ONTRIBUTI'ONS UNDER $100. 

$40,000 or more 

Environmental Fund of America 

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 

Wallace Research Foundation 

$30,000 or more 

Darline Martin 

National Endowment for the Arts 

$10,000 - $15,000 

Claneil Foundation 

CS Fund / Warsh-Mott Legacy 
Lawson Valentine Foundation 

$5000 -$9,999 

Ben & Jerry's Foundation 

Alice H. Brown 

Compton Foundation 

Patagonia Inc. 

Roland H. Pesch & Kathleen A. Rosskopf 

Bill & Alice Roe 

St. Luke's Health Initiaitves 

Stocker Foundation 

$500 - $999 
Anonymous 
Scott Atthowel & Patricia Thomas 
Raymond A Boley 
Burning Sky 
Terry & Ramona Button - Ramona Farms 
Marshall Chapman 
A Thomas & Cinda Cole 
Colleen Crombie 
Phoebe S. De Reynier & Larry Fleming 
Lucy Del Giorgio & William Lockwood 
Environmental Fund for AZ 
Sally Greenleaf 
Diana Hadley & Peter Warshall 
George Jacques 
Judy Janda 
Susan & AI Johnson 
Lucy Khoury 
Mikio Kimata 
Dave & Trish Kukor 
Ann F. Lennartz 
Susan Maurer 
Michael F. & Linda McNulty 
Jeanette Michel 
Philip C. Mooberry, D.D.S. 
The John & Helen Murphey Foundation 
Pima County ECAP 
Michael & Linda Powers 
Barbara Radwan�Kuzelewski 
Priscilla & Bill Robinson 
Cathryn Rose 
Jim & Alice Roth 
Ann Seelye 
Stephen G. Shetron 
Nan Steiner 
Wendy Sviti I 
Nancy H. & John Waldron 
Joan Warfield 
Stan Zyczynski 

$250 - $499 
The Rev. Susan Auchincloss & Family 
Cynthia Brenneman 
Mike Breslow 
Wanda & Gerald Brown 
Julia 1. Brown & DeWitt Daggett 
George E. Caine 
Mr. & Mrs. Melville Chapin 
Wayne H. & Bernice Clouser 
Christine Conte & John Chinnock 
William & Virginia Cowles - Los Trigos Ranch 
Barb Crista & Robert Goldman 
Susan & Nicole Curtis -

The Santa Fe School of Cooking 

$1000 - $4999 

Anonymous 

Beach Fleischman & Co. - Robert Harbour 

Rose A. Bierce 

Doug Biggers & Katie Gannon 

John & Patty Brissenden - Sorensen's Resort 

Col. James B. & Lucille Burkholder 

Joseph & Mary Cacioppo 

City of Tucson Employees 

Mary Ann Clark 

Community Foundation for Southern Arizona 

Kevin Dahl & Barbara Miller 

Desert Diamond Casino 

Mary Hope Dillon 

Mahina Drees & Barney Burns 

Ralph & Mary Dwan 
Martha J. Egan 

Rayna Green 

Green Valley Country Fair White Elephant 

Ed Hacskaylo 

Quitobaquito Fund 

Ann Youberg & Robert Czaja 
Dearing Automotive Inc. 
Vanessa & Robert Dearing 
Lyle & Vera Dethlefsen 
Catherine Devine 
Chare Diaz-Rivas -

Annette Sutera 
Gilbert W. & Patricia Templeton 
Tohono Chul Park 
Laurel Wilkening & Godfrey Sill 
Wes & Alison Wilson 
Sukey Wirshup 
Adriane Wollaston 

Greg Hook 

Dr. & Mrs. William E. Horst 

Hyatt Regency Scottsdale at Gainey Ranch 

Lynnette Hyde & Alexander Mautner 

Mars Foundation 
Robert Martin & Luci Tapahonso 

Newman's Own Organics 

Pioneer Hi-Bred International 

Andy Robinson & Jan Waterman 

Neva & Roger Schuelke 

Sarah & David Small house 

Emilie Speciale 

Frances & Ron Tauber 

Janet Ackenheil T homas 

Orin & Kay Trabert 

US Bancorp Piper Jaffray 
Wild Horse Pass Development Authority 

Janos & Rebecca Wilder - Janos Restaurant 

Elizabeth J. & Charles Zukoski 

Jan Bowers & Steve McLaughlin 
Patricia J. Bowman 
Georgiana 1. & John Boyer 
Susan Breckenridge 
Peter Bretting & Kim Lewers 
Linda Brewer & Kasey Anderson 
Lindy & Steve Brigham RE/MAX Catalina Foothills Realty 

James P. Dretler & Faria V. Clark -
Smith Barney Inc. 

Michelle Yauger & Michael Mayer 
Bob & Glenda Zahner 

Anne C. & Arthur Britt 
Sharon Bronson 

Kate & LeRoy Ellison 
Thomas Erickson 
Paul Erickson 
Rick Florez 
Kevin & Kelli Gaither-Banchoff 
Ray & Sallie Gruszka 
Jim Hartman 
Stan & Jeanie Haye 
Jerry & Cindy Henzel 
Donna Hodgson 
Mrs. J.B. Holdsworth 
Suzanne & Todd Horst 
Junie Hostetler - Bake Mixes By Junie 
Pam Hyde·Nakai & R. Carlos Nakai 
Marsha Irwin 
Fritz & Gayle Jandrey 
Linda & Chris Khoury 
Vernon Kliewer 
Edwin Kohlhepp 
Julie & Richard Karnmeyer 
Holly Lachowicz 
D. Terence Langendoen & Nancy Kelly 
AI & Mary Leonard 
Anthony Lunt 
Robert Clinton Majors 
Georgina Maldonado 
Marsha Mason - Resting In The River 
Suzanne McDougal 
Christina & Douglas McVie 
Jill Cynthia Minar 
Lou Murphy 
Sharon D. Myers 
Suzanne Nelson & Rob Robichaux 
Jane E. Fischer & Clyde H. Perlee 
Robert Peters 
Beatrice Pilaria 
Janice Rickert·Mueller & John Mueller 
Penny A. Rosier 
Robert Sanderson 
Mrs. Ruth & Dr. George Scharf 
Suzanne Seay 
Greg & Alice Seymour 
Lois Shelton 
Cynthia Soller 
Karen & Steve Strom 

$100 - $149 
Lori Adkison 
Richard Aikens & Connie Rodriguez 
Shirley Allen 
Carole Allen 
Kathy Altman & Ivy Schwartz 
Douglas Amao 
American Express Matching Gifts Program 
Virginia Ames 
Angelica Kitchen 
Betsy Armstrong 
Joan Atkinson 
Jonathan AuBuchon 
Jim Aulderhaar 
Gary Bachman & Joanne Basta 
Billie Jane Baguley 
Sue & Dave Bailey 
C.Z. Ballard 
Joseph Ballantyne 
Helen Barber 
Leslie Barclay 
Paul C. Barringer 
John F. Battaile III 
Deron Beal 
Mary A. Beckett 
James M. Belin 
Jan Bell 
C. Diane Bell 
Patricia A. Bender 
Dr. & Mrs. Roger J. Bender 
James B. Benedict 
Marlene & Ralph Bennett 
Cynthia Bennett 
Meg Berlin 
Jacob Bernal 
Maureen Beverlin 
Molly & Joe Bianculli 
Bill & Barbara Bickel 
James L. Bleess 
Kerstin & Spencer Block 
Herman Blumel 
Hana Blumenfeld 
Mickie Bond 
Michael E. Bonine 

Patricia L. Brown 
Arch & Laura Brown 
D.J. Browne & Alana Nye 
Joseph Bruchac III 
Karen Olsen Bruhns 
Jim Burke & Marian Weaver 
K. Burke 
Sam K. Campana 
Logan S. Campbell 
Hector Campoy & Glory Tacheenie-Campoy 
Grace Cappelletti 
Tom Carpenter 
Casa Verde Farms 
Cecilia Castaneda 
Helen Chandler 
Sam & Clara Chandler 
Leslie Chatwin 
James L. Christensen 
Marshall Chrostowski 
Ronilee A. Clark & Brian Arnold 
Jessica Claus 
Dean Cleverdon & Nancy Nyberg 
Kitty Collins 
Marshall & Mary Ida Compton 
Lucinda Conrad 
Laurel Cooper & John Gilkey 
Greg Corman & Susan Fellow 
Steve Coughran 
Steve C. Cover 
Lisa Cozzetti 
Louise M. Cudzilo 
Nancy T. Curriden 
Diane Dalton 
Janet Darby 
Robert A. Davis 
Nancy Davis 
Carol Dawson 
Elaine De Brito 
Raul & Isabel Delgado 
Jonae' 8. Delong 
David & Pat Denomy 
Desert Survivors Nursery 
Darryl & Mary Ann Dobras 
Donation Club 
Joan E. Donnelly & David Taylor 
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William Doolittle 
Dody Dorn & Kevin Hughes 
Mary Peace Douglas 
Cliff Douglas - Arid Zone Trees 
Drumbeat Indian Arts 

Lee Duek & Steve Uyeda 
Dunbar 

een Duncan & W. Kern 
David & Sandra Dunford 
Larry Dunn 
Robert H. & Mary Dunn 
Ronald E. Dunn 
Ann Eagan 
Smiling Eagle 
Lorraine Edminster & Jean-Paul Genet 
Ed Edwards 
Marcia Ehinger & Hans & Sydney Chun 
Dr. David & Dr. Joan Ehrenfeld 
Claire Eigenbrod 
Betty K. Eldon 
Barbara Elfbrandt 
Suzanne Ellenbogen & Roger Felty 
Mary Erickson & Piet Van de Mark 
Jane & Dick Evans 
Larry Evers 
Uncle Don B. Fanning & Carol Kent Ireland 
Fred & Patty Farajo 
Stephen Farley & Regina Kelly 
Joel & Betty Feinberg 
Linda Filippi 
Marie-Elizabeth Finamore 
Marguerite H. Fisher 
Georgia B. Flittner 
Flowering Tree Permaculture Institute 
Julia Fonseca & Dale Turner 
LJ. Foster 
Kay Fowler 
David Fowler 
Kate & Mark Frankel 
Liz Frautschi 
Deborah L. Friedman 
Dr. Harold C. & Miriam Fritts 
Greta Fruhling Frazier 
Robert Garner 
Mrs. Billy Gaunt 
Joseph J. Gelinger 
Mary & Michelle Gensman 
Ch.rles A. Geoffrion 

"n Geoffroy & Robin Germain 
& Amelia Giff 

s & Geraldine Gilbert 
Sharon L. Gilbert 
Susan Gilliland 
Max Gillmor 
Michal J. Glines & Michael Racy 
Martin Goldberg & Nina D'Ambra 
Barbara Goldman 
Gwen Goodman & Eb Eberlein 
Linda, Wally & Aaron Goodwillie 
Dan Gordon 
M. Parker Grady 
Anne Graham & Tom Bergin 
Kathy Grassel 
Floyd & Yajaira Gray 
Joan Grecchi 
Drinda Green - Nihoto 
Edith Greene 
Charles & Kathleen Grier 
Agnes M. Griffen & John Hall 
Margaret Hacskaylo 
Sadie Hadley & Sage Goodwin 
Allen Haifley & Jennifer Newcomb-

Tortuga Books 
Greg Haldane 
Pamela Hamilton & Hubert Horan 
Connie Hammond 
Hands Across the Border 
Lucy Hansen 
Emma & Tree Hardesty 
Billie B. & David Hardy 
Roy W. Harris 
Lisa Hatch 
Steve Hatchett 
Loren Haury 
Ann Hedlund & Kit Schweitzer 
Linda Heisley 
Dottie Helgeson 
Charles F. Henderson Jr. 
Bill & Cindy Henk 
James Henson 

.. Mrs. George B. Herlihy 
'( Lily Heymann 

Janine M. Higgins & Bill Easton 
Phyllis Hogan 
Brad Hohmann 
George Howard 
Duncan Hudson & Ute Gascho 
Ross Humphreys & Susan Lowell 
Chuck & Jan Hutchinson 
Paul Icenogle 
Barry Infuso 
Gary & Mary Irish 
Christine Irving 
Patricia C, Jacobson 
Connie Jenkins - Old Painters' Ranch 
Berni Jilka & Gary Maskarinec 
Steve Johnson - Native Ecosystems 
Freda Johnson 
Darcy Johnson 
Terrol Dew Johnson - TOBAfTOCA 
Deborah Johnson 
Jane & Sam Johnson 
Rob Johnston, Jr. - Johnny's Selected Seeds 
Larry M. & Barbara Jones 
Nelson Jones & Peg Sutherland-Jones 
Coby Jordan 
Edwin Joseph 
Babette Josephs 
Peter & Bunny Kadrich 
Debbie & Roy Scott Kaller 
Michael Kaminski & Mary Alice Winchell 
Karl Kandell 
Kathy Katzung 
Alice & Bert Katzung 
Marcia Kaufmann & Scott Hosfeld 
Martha Kearsley 
Roger & Cara Keller 
Joe Kelly 
C.R. Kempf 
Elizabeth Lapousky Kennedy 
Jenny Kennedy 
Charlie & Elen Kentnor 
Gurukirn K. Khalsa 
Gurumeet Khalsa - Khalsa Montessori School 
Ken Khoury 
Clara Sue Kidwell 
Barbara Kingsolver & Steven Hopp 
Kathy Klein 
David Klein 
Marilyn & Bob Klepinger 
Steve Kratochwill 
Susan Kunz 
Delight & Timothy Lane 
Stuart & Debby Lane 
Mrs. Eulah C. Laucks 
Sam Leffler & Cynthia Livingston 
Judith Leivas 
Aaron Leonard 
Robert C. Leonard 
Dr. Lori B. Levine & Mr. Gary 8enna 
Phoebe & Jack Lewis 
Max Licher 
Suzy & Bill Lillis 
Norman & Judy Lindblad 
Page Lindsey 
Bill Lockwood 
Hartman & K.T. Lomawaima 
Liz Loveland 
Dennis Lubbs 
John & Anne Ludeman 
Ludwig, Schacht & Klewer, PLLC 
Dr. Amy R. Lyman 
Bob Maddox & Katie Hirschboeck 
Mrs. Joe Maierhauser 
Edgar & Lynn Manning 
Bob & Jan Manning 
David Maren & Nita Garland 
Michael Mayer 
Linda Mayro & William Doelle 
Valerie McCaffrey 
John & Christy McCloy 
William & Carole McCray 
Michael & DeAnna McDonald 
Michelle McDonald & Bob Johnson 
Rachel McEldowney 
Christi McGinley & John Cusick 
Molly M. McGinnis 
Patrick McGowan & Charlotte Flowers-

McGowan 
Mr. & Mrs. Mcinnes 
Michal McKenzie & Pat Youngdahl 
Linda McKittrick & Charles DeConcini 
John McLean 
Dennis McMillan 

Donna McNamara 
Kathy McQuown 
C. Mendenhall 
Robert W. Meredith 
Laura C. Merrick & Matt Liebman 
Mr. Meyers 
Vista & John Michael 
Christine Michalowski 
Kathryn Michel 
Patricia Miles 
Celinda Miller 
Richard & Ann Miller 
Annette & Paul Miller 
Barbara & Floyd Miller 
Matthew Miner & Kitty Wales 
Barbara & Jeffrey Minker 
Paul E. Minnis 
Ed & Renae Moomjian 
Miriam Moore 
Sharon Moore & Larry Pierce 
Ed Morgan 
Ric Morgan 
Joan & Jeremy Mould 
Ann Moushey 
Susan Murchie 
Mark H. & Tamra Myers 
Jonathan Myers 
Matts Myhrman & Judy Knox 
Karen Reichhardt 
Carlos Nagel 
Mrs. Lucia S. Nash 
Diego & Elena Navarrette, Jr. 
Beth Naylor 
Brenda Neufeld 
Christina Neumann 
Jay Newburgh 
Wendell & Rosemary Niemann 
Nancy A. Nixon 
Jasper & Beth Norris 
Marcey Olajos 
Aaryn Olsson 
Hillary Oppmann & Andy Holdsworth 
Marcia L. Osborn 
Susan & Charles H. Ott 
Cathy Overholt 
Bill & Carol Owens 
John Parodi 
Lydia R. Paulsen 
Pat Pfister 
Shelley Phipps 
Samuel Pickens 
Kenneth A. Porter 
Annie Proulx 
Herb & Peggy Puffer - Pacific Western Traders 
Frank & Mary Puglia 
Elizabeth Putnam-Hidalgo 
Bea & Herman Quiroga 
John A. Radway Jr. 
Dr. John & Ms. Donna Rahart 
Susan Rain 
Kathy Randolph 
Janet & Ted Ranney 
Pat & Mimi Reid 
Evelyn Rens 
Judith Reynolds 
David G. Rich 
Lynn Richards 
Glenn Roberts 
Stephen Robinson 
Barbara Rose & Keith Kleber - Silverbell Trading 
H. Stewart Ross 
Tom Rothe 
David & Tine Russell 
Beth & Will Russell 
Dr. John & Dr. Helen Schaefer 
Sue Scheff 
Nancy Schenk 
Carl & Patti Schmalzel 
Dennis Schmidt 
G. Dennis Schmidt 
Kate Schmidt 
The Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Shoor Fund 
Merry S. Schroeder 
Kay & Paul Schulz 
Patrik Schumann 
Eugene W. Schupp & Janis Boettinger 
Lori Scott 
Shannon Scott & David Walker 
Travis & Leigh Sebera 
Karen Shafer 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Shapiro 
Jolie A. Sibert 

John Sigda 
Patt Sims 
Robert A. Skelly 
Sheila Slaughter 
Susan S. Small 
Andy Small 
Norman Smith 
Norman B. & Gabriella Smith 
Michael F. & Mary Ann Smith 
Jessica B. Smith 
James Smyle & Joan Miller 
Marilyn Berlin Snell 
Kay S. Soltesz, Ph.D., RD 
Southwest Gardeners of Green Valley 
Julia Spray 
Jed L. Staley 
Russ Stephens 
Martin & Velma Stevenson 
Jack & Marj Stewart 
Grover Stock & Marie Silva 
Richard Stout 
Juliet Stromberg 
G. Marie Swanson 
Janet Swanson & Linda Shipley 
Bruce & Zillah Symonds 
Laura Tabili 
Karen Taylor 
Stephanie Taylor, MD., Ph.D. 
The Delorenzo's, Albert, Kimber, Tyler & 

Danielle 
Dr. Carol Thompson & Bud Day 
Tom & Laurie Thompson 
Cynthia A. Thompson-Adhikari 
Jerry Thorton 
David Tiers & Sue Breems 
Dr. Donald E. Till & Dr. Ingrid Miller 
Gary & Colleen Tiscornia 
Jim Townsend 
David & Priscilla Tracy 
Emily & Gene Troxell 
P. Trujillo 
Thomas J. & Jackie Tucker 
Justin & Linda Turner 
Tucson Audubon Society 
Tim Van Loon 
Barbara Varner 
Kathleen M. Varty 
Janet Vasilius 
L.M. Velasquez 
R.L. Vigansky 
Dana Vinci I 
Gwinn & Pat Vivian 
Angie Vorhies 
J. Giles Waines 
Nancy Wall 
Linda Wallace-Gray & John Gray 
Dr. Melanie R. Wallendorf 
Bettine K. Wallin 
David & Kay Walters 
Laura Walton 
Chris & Elizabeth Warren 
Patricia Waterfall 
Philippe Waterinckx 
Richard & Charline Watts 
Mary M. Weber 
William & Cynthia Weber 
Elaine West 
Carol West 
Karen Wetherell 
Elizabeth Wheat & Eric Scharf 
Mary & Michael Whitehead 
Rebecca Whiteman 
Kevin Wilbur & Tammy Rosen 
Karen Wilkison 
Dan & Wendy Willhite 
Kathleen Williams 
Leni A. Wilsmann 
Elizabeth Winston 
Anne Witt Ie 
Leigh Wojewoda 
Vicki & Gerry Wolfe 
Richard Wolff 
Elizabeth & William Woodin 
Jeff Worley & Keri Weaver 
Michael Yeatts & Nina Swidler 
Anne Yoshino 
Mark Yoshino & Grace Hou 
Holly Young 
Barry Zerby 
Teresa Zimmerman 
Ross Zimmerman & Pam Golden 

WE DID OUR BEST TO EXCLUDE ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO WISHED TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF VIlE SHOUW TAKE YOUR NAME OUT NEXT TIME. 
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The photos are wonderful, the writing 

delightful, and the concept intriguing and useful. 

Across the country, a few dedicated farmers and 

ranchers are pioneering new methods of working 

with nature, fostering agriculture that protects 

and restores the wildness, the diversity of plants 

and animals, that is our common heritage. This 

book profiles many of them (including NS/S's 

conservation farm) and in the process develops a 

strong case for a new vision of conservation-based 

agriculture. The authors hope "these positive 

examples may provide inspiration and encourage 

more communities ... to join the movement to 

create agriculturally vital communities integrated 

within a continental network of protected 

wildlands." 

This book is a tour of interesting, active, and 

vital places and projects. Within it you can find 

Gary Nabhan talking about native pollinators and 

wild crop relatives; Wes Jackson practicing 

perennial polyculture that comes from thinking 

like a prairie;Winona La Duke describing the 

difference between wild rice hand-harvested from 

Minnesota lakes and that grown commercially in 

northern California; and Arizona ranchers Josiah 

and Valer Austin telling how the 20,000 stone 

gabions (check dams) they have constructed are 

stopping erosion and restoring riparian habitat. 

With regional highlights as well as the 

individual profiles, and even a "getting started" 

checklist, this book is important reading for 

anyone searching for a truly sustainable future, a 

future where agriculture and biodiversity exist in 

mutually-enhancing, mutually profitable systems. 

Farming With the Wild: Enhancing Biodiversity on 
Farms and Ranches by Daniel Imhoff and Roberto 
Carra. Sierra Club Books, San Francisco: 2003.182 

pages, oversized trade paperback. 
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Native Seeds/SEARCH 
Joins 

Wild Farm Alliance 
At its September meeting, the NS/S Board voted to endorse the 

Wild Farm Alliance Platform, thereby joining a broad network of 
farmers, conservationists, citizens and groups who support agricultural 
efforts to accommodate wild Nature. The Wild Farm Alliance can be 
contacted at their website, www.wildfarmalliance.org. The platform: 

Agriculture & the Biodiversity Crisis: 
Reconnecting our Food Systems and Ecosystems 

Recognizing that: 
;., the current rate of species extinction signifies an unprecedented 

biodiversity crisis. 
;., industrial agriculture is a primary cause of species losses and a 

devastating threat to sustainable family-scale farms and ranches. 
;., protected and interconnected wildlands are essential to assuring 

biological diversity and sustaining healthy rural landscapes. 

We believe: 
;., agriculture must be conducted in ways that are compatible with 

preservation of native plants and animals. 
;., sustainable family farms and ranches nourish healthy human 

communities and help safeguard natural communities. 
;., the current biodiversity crisis calls for a new conservation ethic that 

promotes ecological recovery within agricultural lands and across the 
entire landscape. 

We acknowledge: 
;., healthy ecosystems provide us with many life-giving services, 

including pollination, insect pest control, nutrient cycling, clean 
water, and erosion control. 

;., the need of farmers to succeed economically while farming 
ecologically. 

;., the right of farmers and indigenous peoples to maintain control over 
sustainable food production. 

;., the right of consumers to know how and where their food is grown, 
and the responsibility of consumers to support ecologically sound 
agriculture. 

We support: 
;., farming practices that accommodate wild habitat and native species, 

including large carnivores and wild fish. 
;., local and regional food and fiber systems that boost rural economies. 
;., agricultural practices that strive to eliminate the use of 

environmentally toxic chemicals and contamination of soil and water 
resources. 

;., locally adapted crops and animals that are not genetically 
engineered. 

;., existing community-based efforts to create a continental wildlands 
network in which large protected areas are connected by wildlife 
movement corridors and are complemented by ecologically managed 
farms and forests. 



Kestrels Find New 
Home on the 
Conservation Farm 
by Evelyn Rens, 
Development & Media Coordinator 

On October 3, a group of NS/S staff came 
out of the fields to assist with the release of 
two falcons. Two male American kestrels (Falco 
sparverius), also known as sparrow hawks, had 
been rehabilitated at the Northwest Wildlife 
Rehabilitation facility in Tucson where I work 
as a volunteer. Birds come to the facility either 
because they've been injured, or they're sick or 
orphaned. Similar in size to a blue jay, the male 
kestrel sports a russet back and tail with blue
gray on the wings. Both male and female 
kestrels have two distinctive black vertical 
stripes on a white face. 

It was a windy day when the kestrels were 
released. Molly Bianculli (NS/S Bookkeeper), 
who helped bring the birds to the farm, 
opened the carrier door and one at a time the 
kestrels took off over the bean fields, flying 
well. Both birds came to the rehabilitation 
facility as juveniles, one with an injured wing, 
and were raised to maturity. Janet Miller, who 
runs the rehab facility, flies the birds prior to 
release to be certain they are ready to fly. 

Being near a riparian area with trees, small 
rodents and abundant grasshoppers of all sizes, 
the farm is an ideal habitat for the kestrels. 
How are they doing? Quite a few people sited 
two kestrels at our Harvest Celebration on 
October 11. More recently, Conservation Farm 
Operations Tech, Benito Gutierrez, reported 
seeing kestrels around the farm. Without 
identification, we can't be sure, but we'd like 
to think these could be the same birds. 

THERE ARE JUST 5 SPACES LEFT! 

Don't miss the Copper 
Canyon Tour with NS/S 
founders, Barney Burns 

and Mahina Drees ... 
MARCH 13-21, 2004 

Copper Canyon, in Mexico's northern Sierra Madre, is 
known for its breathtaking beauty, rugged canyons, impressive 
railroad and for the people who call it home, the Tarahumara. 
Barney & Mahina have worked and traded in the Sierra Madre 
for over 30 years. You'll learn about the Tarahumara culture, 
and the.<Yaqui, Mayo, Mennonite and Mormon people as we 
pass through Sonora, Sinaloa and Chihuahua. 

$2595 per person, double occupancy 
(Includes $500 donation to NS/S) 

To make a reservation contact Mary Erickson & Piet Van de Mark. 

In Tucson: (520) 887-2340. Outside Arizona: 800-726-723l. 
piet@bajasfrontiertours.com www.bajasfrontiertours.com 

CALL TODAY! 

Email from a happy chile grower! October 2003 

Just wanted to let y'all know that the pepper seeds I planted from NS/S have 

produced in quantities I have, until now, never imagined. 

I have been harvesting nearly on a weekly basis these aromatic, delicious, and highly 

productive fruits in POUNDS - and my garden is really not that big! Additionally, 

they certainly make the BEST peppers en escabeche, nothing like I have ever tasted. 

Following is a list of the peppers I grew: Ancho San Luis 

(editor's note: not an NS/S variety), Jarales, Negro de Valle, 

Sinahuisa, Isleta Long, Wenk's Yellow Hots, Zia mix, Vallero, 

Sandia, & Tarahumara Chile Colorado. 

Y'all keep it up! 

Ryan J. Rychetsky, Bryan, TX 

WINTER SOLSTICE 2003 Seedhead News 9 



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

News & Notes 
Adios Amigos 

Colin Khoury (left), Crop 
Curator and Farm 
Coordinator, left Native 
Seeds/SEARCH at the end 
of October, concluding over 
three seasons with us. A big 
thank you to Colin for all 
his dedicated work in 
coordinating the many 
people who work at the 
farm each season. Colin will 
be spending some time 
traveling about the world. 
We wish him all the best. 

Now that the farming 
season is over, we also bid 
farewell to our many 
seasonal employees, 
including Horticultural 
Technicians Brad Elston 
and Shawn Miller. 

Pollinators Stacy Tabing and Daniel Armenta were with us 
into November to help process the harvest and clean up 
things at the Farm. 

And a fond farewell to Retail Assistant Manager, 
Cassandra Johnson, who has left the dry Sonoran desert for 
the moisture of Seattle. Many thanks to Cassandra for 
keeping the store beautiful and stocked full of interesting 
crafts. We wish her much good fortune in the Northwest. 

Two New Board Members 
NS/S Board of Directors held its annual meeting in 

September at the Conservation Farm. Two new Board 
members were elected, Todd Horst and Cesar Mazier. Todd 
is no stranger to NS/S, having worked as the Operations 
Coordinator and Interim Executive Director over the past 

several years. Cesar owns a landscaping and plant company in 
Phoenix and was previously the Director of Horticulture at 
the Desert Botanical Garden. We welcome these two new 
members. 

A Heritage Gift 
Consider including Native Seeds/SEARCH in your will. 

You can help provide for the future of NS/S and its important 
mission of conserving seeds by making a new will, modifying 
your existing will, or by including us in your other estate 
plans. Consult your attorney or planner. Here is some simple 
language for an unrestricted bequest for general purposes: 

I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Native Seeds/ 
SEARCH, Inc., a non-profit corporation in Arizona, for its 
general purposes __ dollars, or __ percent, or all the 
rest, residue, and remainder of my estate. 

One creative Native Seeds/SEARCH member informed us 
recently that our organization has been made beneficiary of 
her IRA (individual retirement account), and hopes that 
others might do the same. 

Thank youl 
Lois Simonds adopted Chapalote Corn with a gift of $50 

in memory of Sonia Francis. 

Wishlist 
,,,., Business cards, white or beige 

;., Bar stool for Sylvester House 

,,,., Highway-ready vehicle for commuting between Tucson 

and the Conservation Farm 

;., PowerPoint projector \ 

;., 6 folding chairs with padding to keep the volunteers 

comfortable! 

;., Laser printer 

;., Scanner 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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NEW! FD64. Tohono 0' odham Pink Bean. 
Fresh from the NS/S Conservation Farm, these 
pale pink beans were second only to the 
Tepary in popularity until early in the 20th 
century. 

Now you can judge for yourself! llb / $3.50 



Native Seeds/SEARCH conserves, distributes and documents the adapted and diverse 

varieties of agricultural seeds, their wild relatives and the role these seeds play in cultures 

of the American Southwest and Northwest Mexico. 

The Seedhead News 
published quarterly by 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
contents copyright 2003 
ISSN 1083-8074 

Mailing & Store Address: 
526 N. 4th Avenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85705-8450 

Phone 520.622.5561 
Fax 520.622.5591 
website www.nativeseeds.org 
email info@nativeseeds.org 

4th Avenue Store Hours: 
Monday-Saturday, lOam-5pm 

Sunday, 12pm-4pm 

Many thanks to our 
supporters who have 
donated goods or 
services ... 
Alphagraphics 
Aramark 
Arizona Jet Mail 
C. Dawn Aulenbrock 
Betts Printing 
Bingham Equipment Co. 
Canyon Records 
City of Tucson -

Mayor Bob Walkup & 
City Council Members 
Kathleen Dunbar, Jose 
Ibarra, Steve Leal, Fred 
Ronstadt, Shirley Scott, 
Carol West 

Lisa Cozzetti 
Barb Crista & Robert 

Goldman 
Steve DeGregorio -

Solterra Designs 
Dos Cabezas Winery & 

Vineyard 
Mahina Drees & Barney 

Burns - Unknown 
Mexico 

Jane Evans & Gene Joseph 
- Plants for the 
Southwest 

Kay Fagan 
Jerry Henzel - Precipice 

Development 

Todd & Suzie Horst 
J unie Hostetler - Bake 

Mixes by J unie 
I-MAG A!V Video 

Services, Inc. 
Janos Restaurant 
David & Jennifer Mackay 

- Solipaso 
Magpies Gourmet Pizza 
Stacey Mahony 
New Leaf Paper 
Carol & Bill Owens 
Ann Parker 
Verle Pecoraro 
Scott Plummer -

Performance Systems 
Evelyn Rens 
Lori Scott 
Julie St. John 
Bruce Symonds 
Tucson Audubon Society 
Tucson Botanical Gardens 
William Tuttle 
Western Archeology & 

Conservation Center, 
National Park Service 

John Zahn 

Board of Directors: Chair, Ed Hacskaylo; Vice Chair, Barney T. Burns; 
Secretary, Jane Evans; Treasurer, Janos Wilder; Directors, Jacob Bernal, 

Glenna Dean, Mahina Drees, Dody Fugate, Phyllis Hogan, Todd 
Horst, Robert Martin, Cesar Mazier, Bill Roe. 

Staff: Executive Director, Kevin Dahl; Director 0/ 
Conservation, Suzanne Nelson; Seed Collections Manager, 
Alice Traut; Seed Technician, Kristen Johnson; CFarm 
Operations Technician, Benito Gutierrez; CFarm Caretaker, 

David Esser; Distribution & Retail Manager, Julie Kornmeyer; 
Fulfillment Coordinator, Betsy Armstrong; Distribution & 

Retail Assistant, Marilyn Klepinger; Director 0/ Membership, 
Shannon Scott; Development & Media Coordinator, Evelyn Rens; 

Operations Coordinator, Michal McKenzie; Volunteer Coordinator, Diana 
Peel; Bookkeeper, Molly Bianculli; Office Coordinator, Marietta Brady. 

Donation/Membership Form 
N a t i v e  S e e d s / S E A R C H  

o Gift o New member o Renewal 

o Sunflower Guild ($l,OOO/year) o Bean ($ 100/year) 

o Corn ($500/year) o Gourd ($45/year) 

o Chile ($250/year) o Squash ($25/year) 

o Native American outside Greater Southwest ($20) 

o Native American within Greater Southwest (free) 

Please list tribe affiliation: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 
Outside the U.S., please add $10 to all levels. 

o Donation: $ _ __ _ 
o Check here if you do not want your name exchanged with other groups 

who share our view of the world. 

NAME(S) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

EMAIL 

PAYMENT METHOD: 0 CHECK 0 MONEY ORDER 

CREDIT CARD: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 DISCOVERINovus 

CARD No. ___ _ - ----- ---- ----

SIGNATURE _____ ______________ ____ _ 
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Native Seeds/SEARCH 

526 N. 4th Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85705 

Want to send a hol iday gift that wi l l  make a 

d ifference? P lant a seed that wi l l  grow a l l  year long . . .  

give Native Seeds/SEARCH memberships to family & 
friends.  See the membership form on page 1 1  for 

detai ls .  You can a lso contact Evelyn at 520.622 .5561 or 

erens@nativeseeds.org. We' l l  send a gift member 

packet with a note from you to everyone on your l ist! 

Thanks to a l l  members for supporting 

these last 20 years of seed conservation.  

Non Profit O rg 
U S  Postag e  

PAI D  
Tucson,  AZ 

Perm it #2 1 57 
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